
Montreal Declaration and Plan of Action 

 

PREAMBLE: 

Our world has reached a tipping point. We stand on the edge of a precipice and time is running out. The decisions 

we make collectively as humankind over the next decade will define the future for many generations to come. The 

choice is stark: a bright future of a sustainable shared prosperity that reflects equity or a glowering future of 

obscene inequality, an epidemic of poverty and the imminent prospect of devastating runaway climate change 

breeds a new apartheid in our world dividing the majority of the global poor from a small minority of the affluent.  

 

We affirm the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states: 

 

“Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human 

family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. 

 

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights, 

in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to 

promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom.” 

 

WE BELIEVE THAT 

There is an exploding ferment of discontent of citizens in the world at the rapacious greed of several predatory 

economic and political elites is pushing us over the edge. 

Multi-lateral negotiations on creating more democratic global governance and on specific issues such as trade and 

the climate, is failing to produce a sustainable and just outcome to the world we want. 

 

There is a global deficit of political will and leadership. The majority of our leaders have shown at best the 

unwillingness to take on corrupt corporate power which threatens the very sustainability of our Planet and quality 

of democracy in both developed and developing world.  

 

At worst they are hostage to these elites and actively and openly collude with them and using high political office to 

advance those very interests. 

 

The convergence of multiple crisis, what some have called a perfect storm: economic, poverty, climate and food and 

fuel prices, perhaps for the first time in human history creates the conditions of building unity between the peoples 

of the developed and developing world on a substantial scale. 

 

We live in a world of a declining moral values that undermine the sustainability of Mother Earth characterised by 

the human greed of a few, corruption, a growing senseless violence against particular against innocent women and 

children is paramount. 

 

NOTING FURTHER 

Our view that all citizens have a fundamental human right to freedom of speech, assembly and association and all 

the rights that are enshrined in the Declaration of Human Rights. 

There is urgency for us to organise and act decisively to assert these rights. 

 

CALLS FOR 

Bold steps to achieve far greater equality of outcome by measure such as focusing equitable and inclusive growth 

where poor people are; delivering social protection for the poor and vulnerable; free universal health and 

education 

 

A climate-smart future that shifts urgently to a low-carbon economy for major emitters; and support to developing 

countries to make this shift and to adapt to the climate change that is already upon them. 

 

To fight for the democratic space for citizens to demand and achieve fair and accountable governments, and the 

international freedom to organise for global public goods like climate change, and a fair trading system. 

AND RESOLVES TO 

 



Call for a united front of civil society organisations, trade unions and social movements 

 

To urge our leaders to refrain from institutional, brand and individual interests and work towards a set of joint 

campaigns that reflect the reality and connect to the challenges faced by grass roots constituencies. 

 

To co-ordinate a global campaign that connects grass roots struggles  

 

THEREFORE DEMANDS 

Civil society has a rightful place at the main table 

 

ASKS THAT 

We renegotiate the terms of globalisation, economic growth and the role of the market economy to advance as a 

priority the interests of the poor and marginalised 

 

ACTIVISM is not viewed as a crime but an obligation of all citizens. 

 

Freedom of expression, assembly and association are protected in a democracy. 

 

That food security, gender inequality and gender violence, climate injustice, rights to health, education and 

sanitation; social protection and labour standards are inalienable human rights. 

 

RESOLVES FURTHER THAT 

the multilateral negotiations on a post 2015 world we want has to open, consultative and representative of the 

challenges faced by the worlds citizens 

 

The principles that unpin these negotations has to be social justice, social solidarity, human dignity and freedom. 

From all forms of discrimination on the basis of gender, sexual orientation, religion and culture. 

 

We demand an inclusive, participatory process and will oppose any exclusive talks dominated by Governments or 

corporate interests 

That the total eradication of poverty and inequality is our underlying vision 

 

CONCLUDES THAT 

Civicus, The World We Want 2015 convene discussions with like-minded civil society movements, labour and NGO's 

to draft a campaign of action that will unite citizens under a shared plan of action.  

 

That we finalise these urgently and inform our partners within the United Nations system of our perspectives, 

demands and our role in any discussions around the world we want post 2015 

 

That civil society globally be urged to build a grass roots campaign that will determine the content of the demands 

and proposals we take forward. 
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